Sophomore Project – Writing Tips


General things to keep in mind about what would be in GOOD HISTORICAL ESSAYS…
1. Have a focused topic – come up with one main underlining idea or theme that all paragraphs will cover

2. Have a clearly stated argument

*General Tips 1 & 2 are covered in the Main Thesis of the essay.  A good thesis includes all of the following components:

	· Is a strong OPINION  

· Focused and specific

· A supportable argument

· Answers the prompt

· Offers a because or a why
· Contains a preview or layout of your argument
	· Interesting word choice  

· Word economy
· Is the last sentence of your first paragraph
· All body theses are linked to main thesis and use similar language


Evaluate the following examples:



Maximilien Robespierre destroyed France’s Revolution by his violent dominance, which 

came from a troubled childhood, an overwhelming desire for a virtuous society and a total lack of support from political partners.

American Jazz played a very important role in European society between World War One and World War Two.

3. Include ORIGINAL thoughts by the AUTHOR

What does this mean?

4. Convey the same ideas/elements of a good story

What are the elements of a good story?

5. Always document sources – MLA parenthetical citations for all FACTS, QUOTES, or PARAPHRASING of others’ ideas
6. Are built, step by step, on evidence


* General Tip 6 is probably one of the most important tip and is probably the one most overlooked by students.  There are two main ways to order a good historical essay:

1. Chronological

2. Logical Progression

· Your strongest body paragraph should be last  - it is the one you want to leave the reader with, the last thing they grasp or you paper, it is human nature to remember this the best

· Paragraph one should build on paragraph two – paragraph three should build on both

An Example…

Ali Moon is a teacher at Skyline

All teachers at Skyline are difficult

Ali Moon is a difficult teacher

Now do you have to set-up your paper like this, NO… but notice the point I am trying to illustrate - look at how if I took away the first or the second lines you could not talk about or prove the third line

7. Are written dispassionately

What does this mean?

8. Have the first (introduction) and last (conclusion) paragraph mirror each other


*General Tip 8 leads to another important point – how an introduction and a conclusion should be set up.  Many students will overlook these and simply write the thesis statement both times – DO NOT DO THIS!  A good essay has many important elements in both the introduction and conclusion…

	Intro –

· Time Period

· Hook – Address Significance
· General Background
· Thesis is the last sentence or the last two sentences of the paragraph
	Conclusion –

· Thesis is the first sentence or the first two sentences of the paragraph

· Thesis is re-worded

· Answer or tie in to the hook and/or wrap-up significance


Also, think of the hour glass analogy when writing the introduction and conclusion




 





9. Follow all English writing conventions – this would include all we have already talked about above, PLUS:
	· MLA format

· lead-in’s (NO NAKED QUOTES)

· vary sentence length
	· avoid passive voice

· verb tense agreement

· avoid over using adjectives and adverbs


10. Speak to your intended audience

What does this mean?

Source: The 10 General Tips comes from

Marius, Richard.  A Short Guide to Writing About History. 

New York: Longman, 2002.

Commentary on “the tips” is from myself & many other wonderful teachers at Skyline High School
General background info., hook, addressing significance
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More specific – significance and thesis statements





General info. & tie-in w/ hook, wrap up significance





Conclusion








