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World War I and the Mexican and Irish Revolutions (1910-1923)
Unit Description: This unit will consist of three main parts. 
1. World War I: In the first part of this unit we will look at the First World War and its impact on Europe. We will study the war in depth looking at causes, battles, weapons, effect on the civilian population, and conclusions, in an attempt to understand why the “Great War” occurred and what effect it has on our world today. We will read first hand accounts from both the leaders who started the war and soldiers who fought in it. Finally we will look closely at the Treaty of Versailles, considering both its attempt at international cooperation, and the miserable failure it caused, directly leading to the rise of Nazism.
2. Mexican Revolution: In the second part of this unit we will look at the Mexican Revolution of 1910. We will examine the rule of Porfirio Diaz, the rebellion against him and the role Poncho Villa and his compatriots had in their grass-roots, land-reform-based rebellion. We will consider the differences between Zapata, Carranza, and Villa from the point of view of different parts of the Mexican populace. We will then look at the lasting impact the revolution and the rise of the PRI had on Mexico and well as US-Mexican relations, the rest of Latin American and the US’s role in and influence within it. 
3. Anglo-Irish War: In the third part of this unit we will look at the conflict in Ireland from the Easter Rising through the Irish Civil War. We will consider the relationship between England and Ireland leading up to the conflict. We will look at why this Revolution succeeded when others failed and what that showed about the changing world after World War I. Finally we will look the dealings in the Irish Civil War and early Free State that still resonate in Irish politics today.


Themes & Key Ideas:	Greater Serbia
Triple Alliance
Triple Entente
Trench Warfare
E & W Fronts
11/11/1918
PRI
Francesco Madero
Ten Tragic Days
Eamon De Valera
Michael Collins
Irish Free State


Readings:	Western Civilization text by J. Spielvogel
		Twentieth Century World & Beyond text by W. Keylor
		from Born in Blood & Fire by J. C. Chasten
		“Domestic factors in German foreign policy” by W. Mommsen
		“Pro Patria” by O. Seaman
		“Dulce et Decorum est” by W. Owen
		“A corpse to stand on” by A. Stewart
		“Plan for Ayala” by E. Zapata
		A Modest Proposal by J. Swift

Projects:
1. WWI Battles projects: You will be assigned a battle from World War I. After spending some time researching it in the library you will have to present the happenings of the battle, with your table group, to the class.
2. Mexican Revolution Campaigns: You will choose one of the three key groups in the Mexican Revolution and have to run a campaign appealing to Mexicans of all groups, utilizing both legitimate history and legitimate propaganda

Skill Development:	Understanding historical biases
			Understanding causation
			Recognizing power, propaganda, and influence
			Identifying primary and secondary sources
