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olitics. But the popularity of the outlawed party and its pgt-
pdtually exiled leader only increased as years passed.

\iro Alegrfa, a fervent, high-ranking APRA militany, was
one ok the many nationalists who had to flee Peru. While living
in Chilg, he began to write fiction inspired by indigenismo.
Peruvian\novelists had explored indigenismo for degades, since
the time ok Clorinda Matto de Turner. Still, it if appropriate
that the greaxest indigenista novel, Alegria’s Wide and Alien Is
the World (192y), emerged from the ranks off APRA. Writers
like Alegria defended indigenous people, but/the main practical
goal of indigenismg was changing its subjécts to fit the wider
world. Perhaps it is Dot so odd that Alegyfa wrote his book for a
New York publishing Yontest. He won/and became one of the
best-known of the many Latin Américan writers cultivating
non-European roots in th&ug3os and 1940s.

Nationalists did not take\powgr everywhere in Latin Amer-
ica, but nationalism showed Ng/political potency even where it
did not rule. In many countrfey conservatives managed to co-
opt nationalist influences o hold\them in check. That was the
case in Colombia, where/nationalists tried to outflank tradi-
tional rural patron-clienynetworks by\unionizing urban workers
and appealing directly’to their self-intagest. The conservatives’
hold on Colombia wds too strong, howevr, to allow nationalist
reformers to gain Much headway. Rural oljgarchies held their
ground, region Wy region, while popular discontent accumu-
lated in the engrmous following of a fiery poptlar leader, Jorge
Eliécer Gaitdn. Gaitdn rose to national fame\denouncing a
massacre of banana workers who worked for a I(S. multina-
tional copporation, and his angry condemnations of\power and
privilegé put the word oligarchy into Colombia’s everydyy vocab-
ulary/Two decades later, discontent would finally explode in
violgnce.

leanwhile, effective nationalist reform had to wait in obher

ountries as well. One was Venezuela, despite (or perhajs
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hecause of) the country’s oil wealth—all of it flowing through

cohgessions to foreign companies. As a result of the freely Jub-

bling\black gold and easy money, Venezeula’s rulers weyé able
to avoickthe popular outreach that essentially defined fational-
ist movements. Such outreach was often carried out
nist and soxialist grassroots organizers, new plafers on the
political stage 8 Latin America. Chile saw plenty/6f that kind of
outreach, howevyy, especially during the thirteén-day “Socialist
Republic” associated with a flamboyant leager known as Mar-
maduke Grove, but\Chilean nationalistg of the Right vied
quite successfully agaidst those of the J/eft, and no single gov-
ernment consolidated power. In Culfa, the overthrow of an
unpopular neocolonial-styl&dictatof'in 1933 was carried out by
a wide nationalist coalition thqt jacluded inspirational univer-
sity professors and left-wing stfdents, as well as noncommis-

[ commu-

sioned army officers and epfisted\men led by one Sergeant
Fulgencio Batista. Batista was a poorXpan who had been a cane
cutter and whose mulattgy/coloring repr sented, to some extent,
the same nationalist aspfirations symbolizey by Nicolds Guillén’s
“Ballad of the Two @randfathers.” But Batigta wanted power,
above all, and he héwed so compliantly to USNpstructions that
he was allowed tgfrun Cuba as a client state of th\United States
for decades, hié nationalist gestures reduced to mere window
dressing.

Nationglism made the most striking changes whel stable
governmpénts were able to combine mass mobilization with\eco-
nomic/transformation. That transformation involved a rejection
of the basic neocolonial model of export-oriented economny
gyéwth, which brings us to the Great Depression. S

Ly o
IST AND AcTivisT GOVERNMENTS OF THE 19308 Pors

The Great Depression of the 1930s finished the demoli-

tion of neocolonialism and energized nationalist movements
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throughout Latin America. In the years following the 192
crash.ofl the New York stock market, the volume of Lz?ti]?
America’s international trade contracted by half in a violent
spasm. Governments that depended on the export boom col-
lapsed everywhere.

As the 1930s progressed, however, an important phenomenon
occurreti, a positive side effect of the collapse of international
Frade. The name of this phenomenon—import-substituti(;
industrialization—is a mouthful, and people usually preFeT'
ame says a lot. Earnings
!md gone down, down, down,yand with tr;::;]g" tt;:gn:)b?[(i[tmr:z

import manufactured products. The ISI proce,ss occurrec); as
Latin American manufacturers filled the market niches left
vacant by vanishing imports. Those who believe that trade is
alwaysl mutually beneficial should ponder a startling fact: The
19305 interruption of trade—the interruption that idlaa:d S0
many factories in the United States and Europe—had the
o?aposite effect in parts of Latin America, where induetrializ.f -
tion took off in these same years. ISI gave the nationz‘lliqt crﬁ—
ics of economic imperialism a persuasive case against [‘he old
import/export trade.

ISI had really begun before the 1930s, most notably when
World War I interrupted the import/export system in 191418
Buenos Aires, Sdo Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, and Mexico Git tiverf;
already becoming major industrial centers. Overall tlfou h
Leltir] American industries remained minor—]eague, pla egrs’
UnFII the 1930s, they could not compete with export sectorqylik(-;
flgnculture or mining. Now that changed, and Latin Amel’imn
industrial production increased substantially. Nationali;t‘
n.‘nade industrialization a point of pride. For them, inclustriali;a:j
t}on meant moving out of the neocolonial shadow and contr;)L
ling their own national destiny. The nationalist governments of
the 19305 and 1940s therefore engaged in Batllista-style e‘co-
homic activism: setting wages and prices, regulating produc-

{
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tion levels, manipulating exchange rates, and passing protective
labor laws. They also promoted direct government ownership
of banks, public utilities, and key industries.

Unfortunately, not all Latin Americans got the benefits of 1S1.
As a rule, the larger the national market, the more likely import-
substituting industries will thrive. Therefore, the most populous
countries of the region—Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina—were
the main beneficiaries. Chile and Uruguay, despite their small
populations, also underwent considerable ISI. Their compara-
tively high living standards provided more prospective consum-
ers per capita. But small countries with predominantly poor
rural populations could not absorb the products of many facto-
ries. So 1SI meant little in Ecuador or Bolivia, Nicaragua or
Honduras, Paraguay or the Dominican Republic.

Nor did ISI bring all varieties of industrial growth, even to
the big countries. Light industry (producing mass-consu mption
items like soap, matches, beer, biscuits, shoes, aspirin, and
cheap cloth) responded most to the market opportunities of ISL
Heavy industry (producing “durable goods” like cars, radios, and
refrigerators) responded less. Heavy industry required equip-
ment that simply had to be imported. And it required steel.
A national steel industry meant joining the big leagues. Only
Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, and Chile did so during the 1940s.

Brazil—with over twice as many inhabitants as any other
Latin American country in 1930, but still heavily rural and
dependent on agricultural exports—offers an excellent example
of ISI in action. Within two decades, industry would surpass
agriculture as a percentage of Brazilian GDP. Although market
forces explain most of this gain, economic nationalism played its

part as well. The story of nationalist politics in Brazil centers
once again on an individual leader, by far the best known and
most beloved of all Brazilian presidents—Getiilio Vargas.

Those in search of US analogies might well call Getiilio
Vargas the Franklin D. Roosevelt of Brazil. Note that, from a
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Latin American perspective, FDR and his relative, Theodoy,
Roosevelt, stand worlds apart, never to be confused. The first
Roosevelt seemed an enemy to Latin Americans, the second g
friend. Vargas’s first period in office (1930-1945) parallels FDR
multiterm presidency, except that Vargas later returned, for ,
total of nineteen years as Brazilian president. Vargas, like FDR
made famous use of the radio and vastly expanded the nati(mai
government. Both men were masterful politicians, but phys;.
cally unimposing: FDR paralyzed by polio, Vargas short and
jolly. Both exuded a contagious optimism. Both died in office—
Vargas, memorably, by his own hand.

The Brazilian “coffee kingdom,” Latin America’s largest oli-
garchic republic, had begun to crumble during the [9205. Con-
sidering Brazil's oligarchic politics hopelessly corrupt, rebellious
young army officers, collectively known to history as the Tenen-
tes (lieutenants), staged desperate symbolic uprisings. One was
a bloody gesture of defiance on Rio's glamorous C(Jpacabana
beach in 1922. A bit later, other Tenentes formed a thousand-
man armed column and marched for two years and countless
miles through the Brazilian backlands trying to drum up sup-
port for their revolutionary nationalist vision. Meanwhile, the
coffee economy lurched from crisis to crisis in a permanent
state of overproduction. By 1927, the government's coffee valori-
zation program was fighting a losing battle. Its vast stockpiles
of unsold coffee only continued to accumulate. Then came the
Depression, and the price of coffee dropped to less than a third
of its already low price on the world market.

The rise of Vargas magnificently illustrates the political
consequences of 1929. The following was an election year, and
Vargas, governor of Rio Grande do Sul, a rising state but not a
coffee producer, ran against the official candidate of Sao Paulo,
a representative of the pro-coffee interests that had dominated
Brazil for two generations. Although the electoral managers
produced an official victory for King Coffee’s candidate, the old
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king had lost his grip. This time, opposition forces forcibly dis-
puted the election results. With the support of the army, Vargas
seized the presidency. This “Revolution of 1930” became a clear
turning point in Brazilian history.

For seven years, Vargas ruled as a more or less constitutional
president over a country suddenly filled with new political
energies. No more would conservative liberalism alternate with
liberal conservatism. All sorts of new ideologies were afoot. The
“revolutionaries” of 1930 had included both frustrated liberals
opposed to King Coffee and the idealistic young Tenentes,
strong nationalists who despised liberals. The Tenentes absorbed
the new radical ideologies of the day. Some of the most famous
Tenentes joined the Communist Party, making it the heart of
the Alliance for National Liberation (ALN). With the ALN, the
radical left became a real power contender in Brazil for the first
time. Meanwhile, on the far right, a group calling themselves
Integralists drew inspiration from European fascism. The Inte-
gralists saluted each other with out-thrust arms, used a symbol
(the Greek letter sigma) slightly reminiscent of the Nazi swas-
tika, and wore colored shirts, like Hitler's brownshirts or Mus-
solini’s blackshirts, when they acted tough in the streets. Their
shirts were patriotic Brazilian green.

Vargas deftly negotiated the political tangles of the early
1930s, playing liberals, conservatives, communists, Tenentes,
and Integralists against each other. Then, in 1937 he seized dic-
tatorial power with the support of the army and went on the
radio to announce a nationalist institutional makeover for Brazil:
the Estado Novo, or New State. The Estado Novo was a highly
authoritarian government, in which all legislative bodies were
dissolved, political parties were banned, and mass media were
censored. Vargas scrapped liberal-inspired federalism and sent
centrally appointed “interventors” to direct state governments.
The police of the Estado Novo operated with brutal impunity.
Yet, despite all this, Vargas remained popular. Why?
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Vargas was pragmatic, flexible about his means, more intey.
ested in results than basic principles—another trait he sh
with FDR. Always, too, he was a nationalist, N
the common ground of his multiclass alliance
ing spirit of the Estado Novo. From far left to far right, every-
one, it seemed, was a nationalist now. These we
after all, when nationalist movements were on
the world.

ared
ationalism wag
and the anima.

re the 1930s,
a roll around

Everything was “national this” and “national that” in the
Estado Novo. Vargas even ceremoniously burned Brazil's stage
flags to symbolize the unchallenged primacy of the national
government. The Estado Novo spawned dozens of government
boards, ministries, and agencies, a bit like the “alphabet soup”
agencies of FDR's New Deal, to further the
goals and welfare. National councils and commissions were cre.
ated to supervise railroads, mining, immigration, school text-
books, sports and recreation, hydraulic and electrical energy,
and so on. The Estado Novo founded a National Steel Company
and built a massive steel mill between the two most industrial-
ized cities, Rio and Sio Paulo, Its National Motor Factory
turned out engines for trucks and airplanes. It prohibited foreign
ownership of newspapers. And in the far south of Brazil, where
German, Italian, and other European immigrants had estab-
lished agricultural colonies and mai

nation's common

ntained a separate culture
and language, the Estado Novo exerted new assimilationist pres-
sures. Immigrants were told to speak Portuguese and integrate
themselves into the national society.

Like Mexico’s Revolutionary Party, the Estado Novo cele-
brated race mixing, and it encouraged Brazilians to embrace
their African heritage. In 1933, the positive qualities of racial
and cultural “fusion” had been promoted in a landmark study,
The Masters and the Slaves, by a young anthropologist named
Gilberto Freyre, Freyre argued that Brazil's African heritage,

far from constituting a national liability, as in racist theories,
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had created Brazil's distinctive national 1dcn}:1ty and m;l;tii;:
{ i i spects of Alri-
ili / ot they knew it, with asp.
all Brazilians, whether or n pcsmiasiri i
can culture. Brazilians seemed eager for | rey‘reb ugllfyllgarose
nd a whole field of Afro-Brazilian studies su cenhy :
sage, a : ‘ -y
wi%h official encouragement. During these years, t}:)o, melr :
ited Afro-Brazilian samba became accepted as the cc o yo.f
cultural signature, vigorously promoted by the mass medi
e Estado Novo. | e
’ Carmen Miranda—a singer, dancer, and actress whose trac |
frui ; ational-
mark was headgear apparently made of f l'Lllt—-.l'O(l(; th]e 1:1 i
ist samba wave to movie stardom first in Brfml, which o had
its own movie industry, and later in the United St-fites.l e
Miranda embodied paradox. In Brazil, her .mm;:e ro‘is fed
the niche—national musicals featuring nationa }:nus;ater i
the charro singing cowboys did in Mexlc.o. BL;][ .?r fater U5
movie-star image was a generic, gesticulating, ShoL _a oFii
: ionalistic rea
far from nationalistic. She ¢
ature that today seems it b
= ona to suit US rather than Brazilian taste. Still, her;{).l.ud
ers i i
peous costume, often blamed on Hollyw9gd, wasfpur; iy
i neiro: a carnival-kitsch version of traditional A ro-l._ rc] : (m
;El hi 11:'_1 dress. Her samba moves were carefully stiuc 1eic rolf
hih ; fro-Brazilian herselt.
ian t iranda was not Alro / :
Bahian teachers. But Mir Al e
In fact, she was Portuguese, although she ﬁrew u;:i.m B
. b zilian— ording
i i ade her Brazilian—both acc :
Still, her dancing mad ; e
3 id, “if I don't have Brazil in every
(“Tell me,” she said, “i E T
") and according to the Brazilian public tha !
body!”) and according : ¢ tha ded
i: )i;n )the 1930s. Miranda made nine sold-out South Arrll{l,rl
er 30s. sl v e
tours. In 1940, after performing for FDR at the W.hltL Bu({) =
she returned to a hero’s welcome in Rio clle ]al;elro(.j e,
i g Brazilians heard he :
ity in Brazil plummeted when
popularity in
in English. )
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